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MOST COMMON APPEAL TIMELINES 
 

The phrase “MOST COMMON” is in the title of this document to emphasize the fact that this document 
addresses the timelines that most commonly arise in D&N appeals.  Please see the Colorado Appellate Rules, 
specifically, Colorado Appellate Rule 3.4, for exceptions to these common timelines. 

 
Trial Court:        
 

        Within 21 days 
Court of Appeals: 
   

                                                                                                                  Within 42 days 
 

 
         Within 21 days 
 

 
                                                                               Within 21 days 

  
        Within 14 days 

       
          

                                                                                                   No set timeline but should be expedited 
 
 
Colorado Supreme 
Court (and United States       Within  
Supreme Court):          28 days    
 
         
                                          Within 

                                                                                                                                                                                             29 days
      No set timeline  

 
 

                 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
       within timelines provided by the Colorado Supreme Court  

                                 and/or the United States Supreme Court 
 

 
 

  

The written order is served on the attorneys.   
 

 

 

 

The NOTICE OF APPEAL must be filed.  C.A.R. 3.4(b). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The OPENING BRIEF must be filed.  C.A.R. 3.4(f)(1). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ANSWER BRIEF must be filed.  C.A.R. 3.4(g)(1).  

 

 

The Court of Appeals renders its DECISION.  C.A.R. 3.4(j)(1). 

 

 

 

 

The PETITION(s) FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI must be filed with the Colorado Supreme Court. 
C.A.R. 3.4(l). 

 

 

 

 
• The Colorado Supreme Court can grant or deny the Petition for Writ of Certiorari.  The 

Colorado State Supreme Court usually denies the Petition.  If the Court grants the Petition, 
the parties must file briefs within additional timelines, and the Court will issue an opinion.  

• If a party disagrees with a decision of the Colorado Supreme Court, the party can file a 
Petition for Writ of Certiorari with the United States Supreme Court.  The United States 
Supreme Court can grant or deny the Petition.  If the Court grants the Petition, the parties 
must file briefs within additional timelines, and the Court will issue an opinion.   

 THE MANDATE issues, which means the appeal is over. 

The RECORD ON APPEAL must be filed.  C.A.R. 3.4(e)(1). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The REPLY BRIEF must be filed.  C.A.R. 3.4(h).    

 

 

 Within 14 days, parties may file a PETITION FOR REHEARING.  
C.A.R. 3.4(k) & 40. 

 

No later than 
7 days after 
briefs close, 
parties may 

file a 
REQUEST FOR 

ORAL 
ARGUMENT.  
C.A.R. 3.4(i). 

Within 14 days, parties may file BRIEFS IN OPPOSTION TO THE 
PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI.  C.A.R. 3.4(l). 


